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Timeliness of Frontier Freedoms 


As a Midwestern small-town dweller, I 
protest on two scores the assertion by C. 
W. Griffin, Jr., in “Frontier Freedoms and 
Space Age Cities” [SR, Feb. 7} that Los 
Angeles is a prime example of a city that 
suffers from “the frontier mythology” of 
individualism or free enterprise because 
the source of L.A.’s difficulties, according 
to the author’s reasoning, is the Midwest- 
ern small town. 

First, the frontier mythology, while 
weird and fantasy-laden, is not all that 
bad. The basic difficulty afflicting Los 
Angeles is not materially different from 
that experienced by many other metropol- 
itan areas in our country, and has to do 
with ingestion. Our larger cities have been 
called upon to add great numbers of peo- 
ple of widely varying backgrounds to 
their populations before they were ready 
to assimilate these groups. 

Second, historically speaking, individu- 
alism and free enterprise in our country 
have found visible expression in the de- 
velopment of factories and industries, 
nearly all of which have been located in 
our larger cities. On the other hand, the 
heart of the cooperative movement has 
been in the country. 

It is generally true of our country’s 
western cities—with the possible excep- 
tion of San Francisco—that they are 
spread out over more territory, and have 
more individual homes, especially ranch- 
type houses, than cities of the Eastern 
Seaboard. But this is not an illusion of 
freedom; it represents, at least to a de- 
gree, its achievement. 

AveRY D. WEAGE, 
Scribner, Neb. 


C .W. GRIFFIN, JR., exaggerates the extent to 
which Americans romanticize the free- 
dom, independence, and adventure of the 
frontier. In any case, such romanticiza- 
tion should be regarded as a symptom 
rather than a disease. A happily married 
man does not daydream about romantic 
love. Similarly, a man does not romanti- 
cize frontier freedoms unless he is suf- 
fering from a lack of personal autonomy. 
Mr. Griffin apparently would like to 
change people to make them fit the re- 
strictive structure of society. Perhaps a 
better solution would be to change the 
structure of society so that it becomes 
possible to allow people some of the fres- 
dom and independence that they seem to 
crave. A society, after all, is supposed to 
be designed for the benefit of the peop’e 


that live in it, not the other way around.’ 


Griffin would put the blame for our en- 
vironmental problems on excessive indi- 
vidual freedoms. Actually, most of the 
problems are direct or indirect results of 
the activities of large organizations—cor- 
porations and governments. It is these 
organizations, after all, that control the 
structure and development of society. Per- 
haps the most unfortunate thing that has 
ever happened to individual liberty was its 
being used as an excuse for the misdeeds 
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of huge corporations. Now the evils per- 

petrated by these highly collectivist or- 

ganizations are blamed on “individual 
liberty.” 

THEODORE J. KACZYNSKI, 

Lombard, III. 


Profits and Losses Statements ` 


SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE’S article “The 
Pentagon vs. Free Enterprise” [SR, Jan. 
31] is a notable contribution. Members 
of the Subcommittee on Economy in Gov- 
ernment deserve much praise. 

The practice by manufacturers of ac- 
quiring huge profits on weapons and as- 
sociated equipment for the Department of 
Defense must be stopped. I wonder how 
the board of directors and other top man- 
agement officials of large so-called defense 
contractors would respond if they were 
drafted in their present positions at sub- 
sistence levels as a supplementary pro- 
gram to the Selective Service. Such a 
program would provide a means by which 
these men could make their patriotic con- 
tribution during periods of war (declared 
or not). The 450,000 men in Vietnam are 
making unbearable sacrifices. Over 44,000 
have made the supreme contribution. 
Many soldiers have discovered they gave 
their souls, vis-a-vis Mylai, etc. 

I think we know what the response 
would be from the directors; they would 
protest in their usual and successful way, 
and suddenly the war would be over. 
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Someone said it long ago: “Take the dol- 
lar profit out of war and there would be 
no morc war.” 
Let it be done soon! 
Ricuarb D. Harvey, 
Urbana, Il. 


WITHIN THE SPAN of seven pages [SR, Jan. 
31] one sees the shocking priorities of our 
society demonstrated. Senator Proxmire 
states that this country spent one-fourth 
of its total budget on military procure- 
ment alone, and that $10-billion of the to- 
tal amount spent on military matters 
could be pared without “diminishing na- 
tional security in the least.” His article 
ended by saying, “Our priorities as a na- 
tion need to be restructured, and the 
place to start is with the bloated defense 
budget.” 

Seven pages later, Miss Jeanne Gueydan 
[LETTERS TO THE EDITOR] tells of the lack of 
proper medical attention through which 
she must suffer, because “no Louisiana 
person, group, or agency ... will grant 
the practical aid I need.” Our President 
has told us that we need to fight inflation, 
and he has told us something else by 
choosing as his target the HEW appro- 
priations bill. The immoral $2-billion cost 
overrun on the C-5A cargo plane would 
have made the difference between what 
Mr. Nixon and the Congress wanted on 
this piece of legislation, and incidentally 
would have provided the resources to ful- 
fill the human needs of the millions of 
Miss Gueydans across our fair land. 

BILL CALTRIDER, 

Graduate Department of Education, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Md. 


“I'm ready for the moment of truth.” 
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